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Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What have we done so far? (and continuations….) 
 

The SFN grant started in January 2017  

 

I officially started in my role as Project Manager/Network Coordinator at the 

beginning of March and this now takes up 50% of my working week 

 

Since March we’ve had a variety of activity across the Network, much of which is 

ongoing…... 

 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What have we done so far? (and continuations….) 
 

 
 

Pre-Launch Survey 
 

Summary highlights from over 640 respondents:  
 

● 75% respondents came from STFC/Physics Communities 

 

● 285 people said ‘I would like to join the SFN mailing list to receive updates every few weeks’ 

 

● 118 people said ‘I would consider applying for travel or Scoping Studies grant money from the SFN 

(<£8k)’ 

 

● 82 people said ‘I am considering attending the SFN launch meeting on 28/29 June in Manchester’ 

 

● We’ve contacted over 50 people who said they’d like to contribute slides and had a great (& 

ongoing) response 

 

● We’re making lots of interesting contacts based on individual comments and expressions of 

interest 

 

 

 

 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What have we done so far? (and continuations….) 
 

 
 

Co-Investigator Meetings 

 
● Four meetings so far - One face to face and the other three as telecons 

 

● A great combination of people working across the STFC and Agri-Food Communities (many from 

N8) 

 

● Help us to ensure objectives are achieved within time, cost and quality constraints 

 

● Facilitated some fantastic connections and made introductions that have helped us to expand our 

Network, acting as ambassadors for the SFN  

 

● Manage the review and selection of proposals for funding and reviewing outcomes of activities 

and awards 

 

● Our meetings will continue on a bi-monthly basis for the duration of the project and are invaluable 

in ensuring the continued success of bringing together our two communities 

 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What have we done so far? (and continuations….) 
 

 
 

Steering Committee Meetings 
 

● Appointed Alastair Taylor (CEO IAgre) for first 18 month term of the Network 
 

● One meeting so far over the phone and our first face to face meeting in a few hours! 
 

● Wide range of members - IAgre, STFC, Lancaster University, Jamie Oliver foundation, 

Agrimetrics, Research Complex at Harwell, Hartree Centre, University of Kassel, Farming 

Futures, University of Manchester, Universidad de Talca 
 

● Essentially for guidance and independent oversight 

 

● Acting as ambassadors and advocates for the Network 
 

● Sign off our annual report from the Network to the STFC 

 

● Determining medium - long term objectives 

 

● Meetings will be held bi-annually and continue for the duration of the project  

 

 

 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What have we done so far? (and continuations….) 
 

 
 

Website (just launched!) 

 
● www.stfcfoodnetwork.org 

 

● We’ve now set up a one-stop shop for all things SFN 

 

● This covers profiles on our Co-Is and SC, updates on funding opportunities, details of upcoming 

meetings, our pre-launch survey results and a variety of news items relating to the wider network 

 

● We will be keeping the website updated on a regular basis so please do keep checking in to see 

what’s happening in the Network  

 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What have we done so far? (and continuations….) 
 

 
 

Website  

 

 

 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What have we done so far? 
 

Seminars/Slides 

 
● We now have a slide set of over 200 slides that we are presenting at institutions across the 

country 

 

● These cover people and projects from across the STFC Physics and Agri-Food Communities 

 

● You will soon be able to access these from the website  

  

● If we haven’t yet been to your institution please do get in touch and we can make  arrangements 

for a talk  

 

● If you haven’t already contributed we’d love a slide on you…... 

 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

     Seminars/Slides 

 

 

 

 

What have we done so far? (and continuations….) 

 
 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What’s next on the SFN Agenda? 
 

Sandpits 

 
● We’ll be holding small sandpits to try and develop ideas for potential collaborative scoping 

projects 

 

● Sandpits are a small intense meeting to brainstorm ideas 

 

● After discussions here at the Launch Meeting we’re hoping to set a date for our first (before end of 

2017) and then will open for applications to attend this 

 

● Hope to hold a second in 2018 following the same format 

 

● An Impact sandpit in 2019 to identify the ideas most suitable for further development to increase 

Technology Readiness Levels. 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What’s next on the SFN Agenda? 
 

Asking for funding proposals 

 
● We will soon open a call for scoping studies funding (normally <£8k per study) to close shortly 

after the first sandpit 

 

● We hope you will have lots of new ideas during and after this meeting  

 

● Initially we anticipate that 8 small scale scoping studies will be funded (<£8k each) and there will 

be calls for more proposals each year of the Network 

 

● We would like these studies to have a goal for applying for future bigger funding e.g. 

○ With industry 

○ Global Challenges Research Fund 

○ Industry Strategy Challenge Fund 

○ Potential funding to develop REF21 cases 

○ … your ideas here... 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What’s next on the SFN Agenda? 
 

Factsheets 
 

● Aiming to produce 

○ Factsheets aimed at STFC researchers to summarise key open questions in food research: 

■ Sustainable Food Production, Resilient Food Supply Chains, Improved Nutrition and 

Consumer Behaviours, 

○ Factsheets for food researchers about STFC capabilities: 

■ STFC Data Science, Technology and Facilities 

 

● These will help us to create impact through public engagement 

 

● We’re hoping they may also contribute to Policy and Public Debate 

 

● Ready to distribute in October 

 

● Many of you said in the survey that you’d like to both read and contribute to these - More on this 

in Sarah’s closing session…..  

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What’s next on the SFN Agenda? 
 

Champions 

 
● We’re hoping to get together a group of people to champion the Network and stimulate new 

activities and conversations and we’re hoping that some of you could be these people 

 

● Looking for people who can really help the network progress and be our ambassadors and 

advocates 

 

● Looking for people who together span the breadth of the STFC Physics and Agri-Food 

communities 

 

● Monthly meetings starting in September 

 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What’s next on the SFN Agenda? 
 

● A new Logo!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Thanks and congratulations to Anna-Louise Sutherland 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What’s next on the SFN Agenda? 
 

● Annual Meetings - Different Locations 

 

 

● Visits to facilities - one to Harwell (ISIS, Diamond, CLF) on 28th September - please get in touch 

if you are interested 

 

● What do you want? 

○ Twitter  - Is this a good way for us to keep in touch? 

 

○ How often do you want us to update you? 

 

○ Other things you want to see on the website?  



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

What’s next on the SFN Agenda? 
 

You Tell Us! 

 

queries@stfcfoodnetwork.org 
 



Science and Technology Facilities Council Food Network+ (SFN) 

Thankyou! 
 

Thanks for: 

 
● Your engagement in so many ways 

 

● Your attendance (here and at future events) 

 

● Your survey responses 

 

● Your slides 

 

● Your suggestions  

 

● And mostly just taking an interest in the SFN 

 


